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Meeting Starts at 7pm 


Leen WVARA's club ae i ween? t 
American Red Cross, s club net is on the repeaters 


ee each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeaters are 
Silicon Valley Chapter linked together during the net. The net script 
2731 N. First Street at Plumeria Dr can be found at www.wvara.org/net.html . 
(southwest corner) in San Jose 


Visitors Are Welcome! 


President’s Letter 


Ham radio is an incredibly fascinating hobby, bearing very 
few similarities to any other. We each get something dif- 
ferent from it — and I’m very glad we each can — but where 
is it going? We think we have a handle on what it is today, 
but what will it be tomorrow? Thinking of this, I ran across 
a vision of the future from 1998 (https://www.tapr.org/pdf/ 
dcc98.vision.pdf) and was surprised how much of the ar- 
ticle was still relevant today. It spoke of new digital modes, 
sharing spectrum, and the difficulties businesses face try- 
ing to sell to hams. 


All too often, ham radio seems like a very retro hobby. We experiment with technolo- 
gies from days gone by on frequencies with propagation characteristics some would liken 
to more art than science. Morse code has been around for 175 years. Though a product 
of yesterday, its staying power may be more in how it is incredibly challenging to learn 


—and incredibly exhilarating to use successfully. It is easy to think that ham radio 1s all 
about old ideas using old radios. However, the same technical challenges others learned 
from years ago are still challenging and educational today. 


Let’s not just enjoy yesterday’s ideas. Let’s push forward to tomorrow’s. Joe Taylor is do- 
ing a fantastic job working up methods with great range and acceptable SNR capabilities. 
Higher speed digital modes are bringing feature rich packages to VHF and UHF repeat- 
ers through AllStar and IRLP. Satellites are bringing additional layers of difficulty to 
simply making a QSO — and I salute those who can merge both worlds and do so through 
CW. IOT methods are making it much easier to create very powerful portable functional- 
ity — and I’m curious to see how ham radio could be used to extend those possibilities. A 
bunch of dispersed solar powered Raspberry Pis connected via APRS to research earth- 
quakes? 


We all want something different from our beloved hobby, and I’m glad we can each find 
what we want in it. However, to keep it alive, to keep it relevant, to keep it from slowly 
fading away, I fear we need to contribute more to it than we do today. To keep our prodi- 
gious amount of spectrum (second only to the NTIA), we need to be more value than bur- 
den. We need to connect to communities, educate the next generation in our mysterious 
ways, and create new technologies that provide value outside ham radio. It is said that 
every pilot who flies a big plane once learned how to fly in a small plane. If ham radio 

is the smaller plane, how are we helping the larger? What ideas will you come up with — 
however large or small — to this hobby we all love so much? 


Thanks, 
Bobby 
KOXI 


October Meeting Topics 


CQP Discussion 


If you participated in the CQP Contest, please bring your station Information, along with the 
strategy you used to our meeting Wednesday night, and be prepared to share your experience 
with the club! This may be just the “nudge” someone needs to inspire them to participate in a 
contest! 


We'll all look forward to hearing about your easiest and hardest contacts, how you had your 
station configured, if you used an amplifier as well as what variety antenna you used! 


= scm 
Bill, N6FFC 
Vice President WVARA 


DXpedition and IHS Support in Honduras by Clay Couger, N5YJZ 


Clay Couger was licensed in 92 as N5YJZ and was active in amateur radio throughout the 
90’s while in college at Oklahoma State Univ. He served one term as president of W5YJ OSU 


Amateur Radio Club. Clay officially joined the Okie club by moving to California in 1999 and five 
age 


fell away from the hobby as he got caught in the Silicon Valley rat race. He became active 
again in 2016 due to a renewed interest in disaster support (wife says he needed a new rea- 
son to shop). He prefers to build things then get on air but has found FT8/FT4 to be wonderful 
mode as it can be run in the background while doing other things at the workbench. 


International Health Services is actively recruiting for the Feb 2020 mission on February 14 to 
February 28. IHS are looking for licensed medical (DDS, DDO, MD, RN, OD, Dental Ass't, NP, 
LPN, RDH, PA, CRNA, RPh, Pharmacist, Paramedic and EMT) professionals, amateur radio 
operators (general lic and above), translators (Spanish, Garifuna, Miskito, Sumo, Pech, and Ji- 
caque). We encourage spouses to join as there is always a need for next extra hands needed 
to support the teams. For more information on IHS see their website at http://www.ihsmn.org/. 


Bill (AE6JV) and Peri (KIG6SLX) Frantz are Moving 


Bill and Peri left Los Gatos today and are moving to New 
Hampshire. They would like to say “73” to everyone and 
“thank you” for the wonderful time they had at WVARA's 
meetings, Field Days, CQPs and other activities. 


WVARA Net Check-Ins (W6PIY) 
Tuesdays at 8:30 PM 
CallSign | Name | 09/10/19 09/17/19 09/24/19 10/01/19 
ee 


| Total | | 
AA6RB a) 


WR3K_ | Greg [| | XX 
wrez_ | Dave [| xX | 
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Pacificon 2019 
Friday Oct 18 - Sunday Oct 20 


San Ramon Marriott Hotel 
2600 Bishop Drive 
San Ramon, CA 94583 


www.pacificon.org 


WVARA Treasurer Reports and BOD Minutes are 
posted at the Members Only page at www.wvara.org 


2019 West Valley Amateur 
Radio Association Board 


President: Bobby Barnett, KOX| 
Vice President: Bill Ashby, NGFFC 
Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA 
Treasurer: Peri Frantz, KIGSLX 
Directors: 

Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2018-2019 
John Glass, NU6P, 2018-2019 
Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2018-2019 
Jim Peterson, K6EI, 2019-2020 
Bill Frantz, AE6JV, 2019-2020 
Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2019-2020 


The Heterodyne is published monthly 
by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club mem- 
bers via the web. Please obtain per- 
mission from the author to re-publish 
any article in this publication. 


73 


Club Web Page: www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, 
KK6VF 

Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6E] 
Jon Kelley, KGWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


DX Special Interest Group: 
Dennis Lyden, AG6HE 


Club address: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 
P.O. Box 6544 

San Jose, CA 95150-6544 
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